
YEAR 2 EXPECTATIONS MEETING. 13th November 2018



TRANSITION

•As with the transition from Early Years to Year 
1, the expectations significantly increase in 
Year 2, you will have noticed that at parents 
evening when looking at the assessment grids.

•We encourage all children to become more 
independent.



TRANSITION-WAYS TO HELP

• Ensure your children has a uniform, including shoes and 
coat that they can put on and take off by themselves. If your 
child has shoes with laces, please ensure they can tie them 
up.

•Name EVERYTHING! Children will be expected to take care 
of and look after their own belongings, so having their items 
named will help. 

•Encourage children to come into the classroom by 
themselves and write their names on the dinner register 
themselves.



CURRICULUM - TOPICS

• We are running Cycle A of our topics this year, you will find the cycle on the 
website.

•We have 2 topic afternoons, where we cover the statutory requirements for 
science, history, geography, art and design technology. 

•Teaching is practical and where possible we use the outside environment.

•At the beginning of each topic you we be emailed an overview. This aims to 
provide you with a snapshot into what the children will be learning. 



HOMEWORK
•We aim to set homework that allows children to further 
the learning they have experienced in school.

•Homework is topic related and set at the start of each 
topic. It will be emailed with the topic overview.

•We ask children to complete 2 of the 8-10 suggestions.

•We then have a homework celebration and the end of 
the topic. 

•Homework is not compulsory, however it provides an 
opportunity for children to talk about their 
achievements and be a part of the celebration.



SPELLINGS
•In year 2 phonics lessons move on from reading and recognising sounds to 
spelling those sounds 

•They are required to recognise alternative spellings for the many sounds 
within the English Language

•Their phonics and spellings lessons aim to focus on one (sometimes 2 ) 
sounds each week and we explore the alternative spellings of that sound

•The week begins with recognising the sound and the alternative spellings 
through discussions and sorting words to recognise patterns and any 
exceptions. This then moves forward to practicing writing the spelling, 
especially within sentences.

•We also look at strategies to help when we come across tricky words we 
want to use in out writing 

•The spelling test! – Its just practice! Don’t feel the need to have your child 
memorise an entire list of words as this doesn’t support the application in 
their writing. It is just there to reinforce the discussions and practices we are 
having in school. 



READING
•Reading is very much the key to learning. We aim to expose the children to a 
vast range of genres and authors through literacy lessons, class stories and 
guided reading.

•In Key Stage 1, the book scheme is run on a self-help system.

•Children are encouraged and reminded to change their books, once they 
have been read at home. 

•We endeavour to ensure every child is listened to once during a fortnight by 
an adult and once a week during a guided reading session.

•We value and are grateful for any support in the classroom. If you are able to 
spare any time during the week to hear children read, please see your child’s 
class teacher. 

•Children are expected to read 5 times a week at home.



READING AGE RELATED 
EXPECTATIONS
All children are assessed by these objectives which aim to build on their 
achievements from year 1

Assessments are on-going and a percentage of the objectives achieved is 
calculated at the end of each term

The end of year expectation is for every child to achieve 80% of the grid

Therefore, each term we will be looking for a gain of approximately 15% 

During parent evening and parent drop-ins, the grid will be available for you 
to look at



WRITING AGE RELATED EXPECTATIONS
•The writing curriculum is challenging 

•There non-negotiable objectives which state skills your child should 
be secure in as they enter year 2

•During terms 1&2 we look at objectives which focus on grammar skills 
such as 2-11

•As the year progresses, we introduce different genres of writing to 
enable the children to use these skills 

•During year 1, the children are introduced to the concept of improving 
and editing their work

•In year 2, these skills are further developed and children are expected 
to use dictionaries and word mats to check and correct spelling.

•There are also Greater Depth objectives which enable us to challenge 
children without rushing them through the curriculum



WRITING AGE RELATED EXPECTATIONS
•Handwriting continues to be a big focus for the 
school.

•Children will be taught from reception continuous 
cursive.

•As part of their phonics learning, they will be taught 
how to form, orientate and join cursive letters.

•In terms of spelling, as well as their daily spelling 
lesson, children will be expected to read and spell 
the common exception words.



MATHS

•There are 63 statements that are separated into 7 areas.

•Increased focus on arithmetic skills and being able to transfer these skills to 
other areas of learning.

•The reliance on resources is reduced as children will be expected to use 
mental strategies to solve problems.

•We started with place value as this provides the building blocks for the other 
strands.

•We then move onto the other strands which are taught in a cross curricular 
approach, where for example money can be incorporated with addition.

•We also look for maths skills in other curriculum areas, for example the 
ability to accurately measure in DT

.



SATS AND STANDARDS
•We will be holding a separate meeting to discuss year 2 SATs and Standards further 
around March time

•SATs take place in May so we ask that you do not book any holidays or appointments 
during this time as much as possible

•SATs are Statutory Assessment Tests - used to measure progress from Rec (Early learning 
goals) – Year 2 – Year 6

•They will sit 4 papers – 2 reading papers and 2 maths papers

•We will spend time practicing the arrangement of the SATs leading up to May to ensure 
children are prepared and don’t feel any pressure

•Standards are a set of criteria across Reading, Writing and Maths, set by the government 
to identify children as Working towards the standard, Working at the standard or 
Working at Greater Depth. We use this as a tool to ensure children are given adequate 
support when they enter KS2.



WAYS TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD 

•Reading at home 5 times a week

•Support with spelling and reading of the common exception words 

•Doodle Maths

•Counting everyday in different intervals

•Let your child handle money

•In year 2, the curriculum states they should know o’clock, half past, quarter 
past and quarter 2. However, being able to read to 5 minute intervals is part 
of the end of year standards.


